
1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8

HISTORY

A 21 year old white male, known 
asthmatic, developed purpura on 
palms and soles 4 days PTA followed, 
2 days later, by lower limb weakness 
and loss of balance.  Hx of respiratory 
infection and diarrhea. 

Physical Exam Day 1

• Purpura/petechiae palms and dorsal 
aspects of feet

• Grips right 3/5, left 3-4/5

• Plantar Flexion right 4/5, left 5/5

• Reflex - knee 0/2, ankle 0/2

• Unable to toe walk
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Physical Exam Day 2

• Unable to stand unassisted 

• Unable to lean forward or backward

• Unable to adduct right eye

• Loss of strength trunk and deltoid 

• Loss of reflex left upper limb
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MRI

Multiple variable sized 
nonenhancing areas of T2 and FLAIR 
hyperintensity scattered in both 
cerebral and cerebellar 
hemispheres and pons, consistent 
with acute infarcts.
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Differential Diagnosis

• Guillain Barré Syndrome

• Mononeuritis multiplex

• Churg Strauss vasculitis

• Multiple ischemic infarcts
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